
Prescott Magnet Cluster School 
1632 West Wrightwood Street Chicago, Illinois  60614 

Telephone  (773) 534-5505    ·    Fax   (773) 534-5542 
 

  A CPS Level 1+ School 
                    2009 Golden Apple Award Winner 

          2010 Winner of Area 6 DRIVE Teacher Award 
2018 US Department of Education School Ambassador Fellow 

                 8 National Board Certified Teachers 
Dr. Erin Roche 
Principal 
  
Jennifer Rath 
Assistant Principal 
  
Local School Council 
2018-20 
  
Jennifer Lister 
Parent Representative 
LSC Chair 
  
Lisa St. Marie 
Parent Representative 
LSC Vice Chair 
  
Eric Marcus 
Parent Representative 
LSC Secretary 
  
Elvira Cruz 
Parent Representative 
  
Linda Cho 
Parent Representative 
 
Jeff Marren 
Parent Representative 
 
Amanda Kirshner 
Teacher Representative 
  
Jennifer Phares 
Teacher Representative 
 
Staff Representative 
MJ Arons 
Community Representative 
  
Gina Doocy 
Community Representative 
  
MJ Ross 
Staff Representative 
 
Dr. Erin Roche 
Principal 
  
Prescott Partners 
Alliant Credit Union 
DePaul University 
Erikson Institute 
Prescott Parents 

                                                                                              January 31, 2019 
 
Dear Prescott families and friends, 
 
Last Wednesday, I had a fascinating conversation with one of my children.  I heard 
again and again reasons for me to purchase and give a smart phone to them.  I 
listened and then asked a lot of questions about its purpose, as well as 
laptops/chromebooks.  After a lot of back and forth, which I’m sure you’ve had as a 
parent or will in the coming years, I arrived at the same basic conclusion I’ve had 
for the existence of smartphones and computers: they’re awesome tools to 
accelerate goals but they’re crafted in a way to distract you from those goals. 
These tools help us communicate, collaborate, improve our lives, and entertain us. 
They also distract us and take us away from people who are physically present. 
 
At Prescott, we want to teach students to use all tools-- smartphones, 
chromebooks, notebooks, pens-- to learn and to accelerate their life’s goals.  We 
also want to teach them to intensely focus for extended times and then to take a 
break to recharge themselves and enjoy friends.  That self-discipline is a critical 
part of success in a fulfilling life-- in education and socially.  
 
In classrooms, you see 6th graders writing lengthy essays on chromebooks, 2nd 
graders practicing math skills on IXL, and 8th graders reading science articles from 
google classroom.  Then you see them turn away from their chromebooks to test 
new configurations for their engineered structure with their partners.  Or you see 
the 6th grader consult the book their reading or their graphic organizer’s notes to 
enhance their essay. Or a timer goes off to indicate the end of a center, and the 
2nd grader independently logs out of IX.  
 
I encourage you to talk with your child(ren) about ways that you discipline yourself. 
How do you reward yourself?  What do make yourself do first before celebrating 
with screen time? How do you do business before pleasure?  As your daughter or 
son faces the increasingly addictive distractions of social media and online 
games-- many of which are free-- they need ways to control their time. Together, 
let’s help them learn to control their attention and not be controlled.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Erin Roche  
Principal 
 

 



February 

     Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
4 

 

5 
3:45-5:30 Drama 
Club Auditions 
Night 2 

6 
Drama Club cast 
list posted 

7 
3:45-5pm Drama 
Club practices 
begin Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in 
gym 

8 
-UFO day 
Recognition of 
Learning 
8:55 5-8th grade 
3pm 3-4th grade 
Parents welcome  

11 
 

12 
9am Public tour 

13 14 15 
Celebrating 100th 
Day of School 
 

18 
School closed in 
observance of 
Lincoln’s & 
Washington’s 
birthdays 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
5:30-6:30 Family 
Science Night 
-- all families, 
please come! 

22 
-UFO day 
-3pm  Celebration of 
Learning  (sorry, no 
room for parents) 
-3:45-6:30 Middle 
School Movie Night 

25 
 

26 
-Chicago Children’s 
Choir at Prescott 
performs at Navy 
Pier for Black 
History Month 
-Prescott election 
site 

27 28 
 

March 1 
 

Parent reminders:  
Please make sure that your child is healthy and in school . Children who are not in school are not                   
experiencing Prescott’s rigorous curriculum. Prescott’s Level 1+ status depends on an attendance rate of              
96%. If your child misses more than 1 day per month (10 total days), then Prescott’s attendance dips below                   
95%. Please help to keep Prescott’s Level 1+ status by getting your child healthy and to school on time each                    
day. 
 

All visitors and employees must report to and sign in the office.   Visitors may then be escorted to their appointment. 
  

Parents who drive children to Prescott  are encouraged to drop off children along Marshfield and not 
Wrightwood.  Marshfield is safer due to less traffic.   Please do not park in the cross-walk, alley, or in the 
staff parking lot. Your car may be ticketed or towed.   Thank you for safe school! 
  
Healthy Eating at Prescott 

The Chicago Public Schools Board of Education approved a policy regarding healthy eating at schools.  Below is a policy 
summary of 
·           Only highly nutritional food for children 
·           Limit over-eating by letting students and parent know in advance of additional food (e.g., birthday celebration) 
·           Healthy eatingà healthy kids and stronger academic growth 



To comply with the policy and to encourage healthy eating, outside food must be approved by the principal at least one 
week in advance (forms are available in the office).  Outside food may only be nutritional.  The parent needs to bring the 
approval to the lunch supervisor.  The supervisor collects and returns the form to the 
principal.  Please discourage unhealthy food and food fundraisers that compete with 
healthy breakfasts and lunches. 
  
Students who  bring lunch from home  can help their families save time and money 
every day by taking fruit, vegetables, and a cold milk to complement their lunch  – for 
free ! 

Please remember that all visitors must check in the main office upon arrival.  Parents may not go directly to classrooms. 

Uniforms orders to directly to homes.   The cost will be $4-10 depending on the size of the order according to Barrel 
Maker.  

Any parent who would like to volunteer at Prescott including chaperones for field trips will need to 
complete a volunteer application for a level II volunteer at   https://chicagopublicschools.civicore.com 
and come to main office with a picture ID for a copy to be made and kept on file at Prescott. If you 
plan on volunteering as a coach you will need to complete the process to be a level II volunteer 
which includes a TB test and fingerprinting.  Prescott always needs more volunteers for Project 
Boost to help struggling readers in Kindergarten and 1st and 2nd grade.  Please contact PB 

Coordinator Ms. Gurda at  wgurda@cps.edu  to help our 5-7 year olds! 

Art at Prescott 
You can follow our progress through the year or contact me through Art Teacher Ms. Ammons blog: 
www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com  .  We will also have an online art gallery through which you can view or purchase 
student artwork.  Look for the Prescott Elementary page on   www.artsonia.com . 

  

  
Prescott 2021  strategic plan update 
Prescott 2021  serves as a map to guide the Prescott School community, parents, and partners work over five years.  With 
the achievement of  Prescott 2021,  our students’ learning will embody our mission and vision. Academics, social-emotional 
learning, physical growth, arts growth, and moral growth provide lenses through which the Prescott community can view 
the realization of this strategic plan.    Prescott 2021  embraces parents as our children’s first teachers as we collaboratively 
move forward toward our children’s success. 
2018-19 goals 
·           Social Emotional Learning (SEL): Set grade-level expectations, identify ways to gauge student progress to 
expectations, design scope & sequence weave into academic instruction and   Responsive Classroom . 
·           Adjust instruction to   PARCC's  high-level questions in math, writing, and reading. 
 

https://chicagopublicschools.civicore.com/
mailto:wgurda@cps.edu
http://www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com/
http://www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com/
http://www.artsonia.com/
http://www.artsonia.com/
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/
http://parcc-assessment.org/%E2%80%99s
http://parcc-assessment.org/%E2%80%99s


Mathletes Team competes in Chicago Jr. Math League 
(CJML) Division B video contest  
Mathletes submitted video solutions and won  2nd place  and  5th place  in the city North competition! 
Click on the links to see the videos. 

 
Thanks to monster snow volunteers Sarah Portugal, Elvira Cruz, Jeanne Blum, Angelina 
Popovic, and Frank Cho for heroically removing on Monday morning over a ton of snow from 
Wrightwood and Marshfield sidewalk. Please thank these parents who grabbed a shovel or 
went home to get one to make sure children could get through safely, when the contractor 
failed to clear the snow.  

 

Prescott annual auction 
There are significant funding shortfalls in the Chicago Public School system and Prescott School relies on 
donations to Prescott Parents to fill this void.  Your contribution to the Prescott Benefit, held on March 2, 
2019, will directly impact student instruction and academic performance at our school. This year, funds from 
our $70,000 goal will support science and math materials, books and computers, and teacher professional 
development as well as essential supplies and expenses required for day to day school operations.  
 
REMEMBER………. 
Your support has a direct impact on student instruction and academic performance at our school.  
 
How can you help make this year’s Benefit successful? If $155 was raised by every student at the school, we 
would reach our fundraising goal! Please give now at  prescott19.givesmart.com  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Thanks so much for your support of our efforts!  Please reach out directly to either of us if you have 
questions or concerns, or would prefer an in person meeting to discuss directly. 
 
Dana Fenceroy (847-322-8141) and Jacki Liautaud (312-666-7587) 
Prescott Benefit Co-chairs 

 

Battle of the Books 
4th-5th graders 
First PLace : Lucky Books - Lila El-Mofty, Lillian O'Callaghan, Maria Webster, Izzy Silva  
 
Second Place: Team Universe - Marc Gianpetro, Zachary Mann, Sheridan Steele, Zaria Farley 
 
Third Place: Jelly Readers - Greysen Payne, Danijah King, Jia Montalvo, Myla McClinton  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NFzhDj3X5XuiUn2TqE8mq5JXKBKNRQC/view?ts=5c13b80c
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jiqwwg_1sGHoKc14nIrh2qOrXAQ3p9Hi/view?ts=5c13b7c7
http://prescott19.givesmart.com/


Art Club members work with Ms. Ammons and Ms. Barajas to 
prepare decorations for the annual  Fantasy Flight ,  sponsored by United 
Airlines and Prescott partner Alliant Credit Union.  Prescott students’ artwork lined the jetway of two gates at 
O’Hare International Airport.  Children with severe disabilities walk or are wheeled along the jetway that then 
taxis to another gate, where they are greeted by more Prescott student decorations that look like the North 
Pole and its famous resident, Santa Claus!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Love and Logic  
Many parents and educators struggle with feeling disrespected by their kids or students. Does this resonate with you? 
Do you ever find yourself thinking, “Why does this kid think it’s okay to treat me like this?” or “I go out of my way to treat 
these kids well. Why do they act like I’m stupid?” 
  
Disrespectful behavior (eye-rolling, arguing, defiance, lying, etc.) is often a form of limit testing, which is a young 
person’s way of asking this important question: “Do you love me enough to provide the caring boundaries required to 
keep me safe from myself?” When limits over respect are inconsistent or weak, disrespectful behavior increases. The 
child’s self-concept suffers, and they lack the modeling required to learn how to set limits with their peers. 
  

The ability to say “no” to peers starts with experiencing 
“no” from one’s parents. 

 
Those familiar with Love and Logic know limits are most effectively provided when we describe what we are willing to do 
or allow, rather than trying to tell others how they should behave. Describing our own actions provides an enforceable 
limit. Dictating the actions of another does not. 

  “Treat me with respect!” is unenforceable. 

  “I’m happy to do the extra things I do for you when I feel respected” is 
enforceable. 

Is it okay for a parent or educator to calmly and consistently provide perks only when they feel respected? Absolutely! In 
fact, it’s essential. While our children certainly won’t thank us in the short term, we can be assured that doing so 
provides the type of limits and security they need. 
A Love and Logic mom recently described how she began the process of gaining her thirteen-year-old son’s respect: 

  Son: “It’s time for you to take me to practice. Why are you just sitting there? 

  Mom: “Oh, this is so sad. It’s just really hard for me to want to do the extra things I do for you when I keep 
hearing how dumb you think I am.” 

  Son: “I was just kidding! Why do you make such a big deal out of everything? It’s time to go.” 

  Mom: “Maybe by next week at this time, I’ll feel better about taking you. I sure hope so.” 

She held firm and experienced the predictable onslaught of arguing, pouting, and guilt-trips. 

  “Over the past few months,” she reflected, “I see him becoming a lot 
calmer and more respectful. I think he’s realizing that I care enough 
about myself to expect respect. It’s really improved our relationship!” 

Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is a benefit,  forward it to a friend. 
  
Dr. Charles Fay 

 
  

https://www.loveandlogic.com/
http://report.mnb.email/t.js?s=5c35818888f7016d35719165&u=41055164&v=3&key=6ca9&skey=c2e5b10eb2&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mynewsletterbuilder.com%2Ftools%2Fforward.php%3Fusername%3Dloveandlogic%26newsletter_id%3D1413784200%26send_id%3D
http://report.mnb.email/t.js?s=5c35818888f7016d35719165&u=41055166&v=3&key=2ab5&skey=c2e5b10eb2&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mynewsletterbuilder.com%2Ftools%2Fforward.php%3Fusername%3Dloveandlogic%26newsletter_id%3D1413117026%26send_id%3Dnull

