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                                                                                                     December 21, 2018 
Dear Prescott families and friends, 
 
On December 6, 3rd graders presented ideas to me as an extension of their 
persuasive essays (see photo on p 4).  Below is an excerpt of my response to them.   
 
Dear Prescott School 3rd graders, 
  
You gave such strong arguments and evidence for creative ideas to improve Prescott 
School!  You often used rhetorical questions to grab my attention.  To provide evidence, 
you gave specific examples.  You anticipated my response and provided reasons against 
my possible responses.  Thank you for your thoughtful essays about ways to improve 
Prescott School!  
 
From 3rd grade proposals last year, many students suggested improvements and now we 
have them!  Lillian wrote about the water fountains and they’re fixed thanks to Mr. Mcardle. 
Lila suggested a Buddy Bench and now there is one is on the playground, thanks to the Art 
Club and Ms. Ammons.  Alejandro wanted the bathrooms to be cleaner and they are due to 
the hard work from Ms. Oliver and Ms. Ortiz. 
 
I have given a lot of thought to this years persuasive essays, because I want to make 
Prescott better, too!  They’re summarized on the back. 
 
As I listened to the essays, I thought about the ideas in several ways.  
 

● What are the the pros (positive reasons) and cons (negative reasons)? 
● What doe the idea cost in money? 
● Do I (the principal) have the authority to make the change?  Or does the school 

district or someone else make the decision?  
● What would we have to give up, if anything, to make the idea work? 
● Should other people, such as the Local School Council, parents, teachers, or the 

school district be involved in the decision? 
● Are there other rules from the state of Illinois, the United States government, the 

city of Chicago, or the Chicago Public Schools, or the contract with the Chicago 
Teachers Union, that need to be considered? 

 
What would you do if you were Prescott’s principal? 
 
In the table on the next page [on the original letter to the 3rd graders) is my thinking.  This 
is one way I make decisions with others.  I’m curious to hear your thinking after you’ve 
looked at the table.  I’ve laid them out here, so you can also think about them as if you 
were the principal!   What would you do if YOU were the principal? 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Roche, Principal 
 



 

January 

     Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 
Read a book from Alliant Credit Union or at   www.Raz-Kids.com  everyday! 

Practice math at   www.ixl.com  everyday! 

Classes resume Monday, January 7, 2019 

Jan 7 
8:30 School 
resumes 
8:45 Classes start 

Jan 8 
9am public tour 

 

Jan 10 Jan 11 
UFO day 

14 
 

15 16 17 18 
K-2nd grade Peace 
sing-a-long 

21 
School closed in 
observance of Dr. 
King’s birthday 

22 23 

 

25 
UFO day 

28 
 

 

30 31 
End of 2nd Quarter 

Feb 1 
No school for 
students (Staff 
development day) 

Parent reminders:  
Please make sure that your child is healthy and in school . Children who are not in school are not                   
experiencing Prescott’s rigorous curriculum. Prescott’s Level 1+ status depends on an attendance rate of              
96%. If your child misses more than 1 day per month (10 total days), then Prescott’s attendance dips below                   
95%. Please help to keep Prescott’s Level 1+ status by getting your child healthy and to school on time each                    
day. 
 

All visitors and employees must report to and sign in the office.   Visitors may then be escorted to their appointment. 
  

Parents who drive children to Prescott  are encouraged to drop off children along Marshfield and not 
Wrightwood.  Marshfield is safer due to less traffic.   Please do not park in the cross-walk, alley, or in the 
staff parking lot. Your car may be ticketed or towed.   Thank you for safe school! 
  
Healthy Eating at Prescott 

The Chicago Public Schools Board of Education approved a policy regarding healthy 
eating at schools.  Below is a policy summary of 
·           Only highly nutritional food for children 
·           Limit over-eating by letting students and parent know in advance of additional food 
(e.g., birthday celebration) 

http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.raz-kids.com/
http://www.ixl.com/
http://www.ixl.com/


·           Healthy eatingà healthy kids and stronger academic growth 
To comply with the policy and to encourage healthy eating, outside food must be approved by the principal at least one 
week in advance (forms are available in the office).  Outside food may only be nutritional.  The parent needs to bring the 
approval to the lunch supervisor.  The supervisor collects and returns the form to the principal.  Please discourage 
unhealthy food and food fundraisers that compete with healthy breakfasts and lunches. 
  
Students who  bring lunch from home  can help their families save time and money every day by taking fruit, vegetables, 
and a cold milk to complement their lunch  – for free ! 

Please remember that all visitors must check in the main office upon arrival.  Parents may not go directly to classrooms. 

Uniforms orders to directly to homes.   The cost will be $4-10 depending on the size of the order according to Barrel 
Maker.  

Any parent who would like to volunteer at Prescott including chaperones for field trips will need to 
complete a volunteer application for a level II volunteer at   https://chicagopublicschools.civicore.com 
and come to main office with a picture ID for a copy to be made and kept on file at Prescott. If you 
plan on volunteering as a coach you will need to complete the process to be a level II volunteer 
which includes a TB test and fingerprinting.  

Art at Prescott 
You can follow our progress through the year or contact me through Art Teacher Ms. Ammons blog: 
www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com  .  We will also have an online art gallery through which you can view or purchase 
student artwork.  Look for the Prescott Elementary page on   www.artsonia.com . 

  

5th graders present at the November  Celebration of Learning 

 
Prescott 2021  strategic plan update 
Prescott 2021  serves as a map to guide the Prescott School community, parents, and partners work over five years.  With 
the achievement of  Prescott 2021,  our students’ learning will embody our mission and vision. Academics, social-emotional 
learning, physical growth, arts growth, and moral growth provide lenses through which the Prescott community can view 
the realization of this strategic plan.    Prescott 2021  embraces parents as our children’s first teachers as we collaboratively 
move forward toward our children’s success. 
2018-19 goals 
·           Social Emotional Learning (SEL): Set grade-level expectations, identify ways to gauge student progress to 
expectations, design scope & sequence weave into academic instruction and   Responsive Classroom . 
·           Adjust instruction to   PARCC's  high-level questions in math, writing, and reading. 
 
Mathletes submitted video solutions and won  2nd place  and  5th place  in the city North competition!  Click on the links to 
see the videos. 

https://chicagopublicschools.civicore.com/
http://www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com/
http://www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com/
http://www.artsonia.com/
http://www.artsonia.com/
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/
http://parcc-assessment.org/%E2%80%99s
http://parcc-assessment.org/%E2%80%99s
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12NFzhDj3X5XuiUn2TqE8mq5JXKBKNRQC/view?ts=5c13b80c
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jiqwwg_1sGHoKc14nIrh2qOrXAQ3p9Hi/view?ts=5c13b7c7


3rd graders 
present 

their 
persuasive 
essays to 
Principal 

Erin Roche 
 

6th graders engineer  Angry 
Birds  systems   and then run tests and make 
adjustments, collect more data via more tests, and 
continue to perfect their catapults and landing zones. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Project Boost Coordinator Ms. Gurda is looking for volunteers to help 1st and 2nd graders to read.  Please 
contact her at  wgurda@cps.edu , if you can help 2-5 days per week for an hour or more.  

mailto:wgurda@cps.edu

