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May 1, 2019
Dear Prescott families and friends,
It is so important for our students to know past and modern-day heroes who have
overcome major obstacles. I’m reading (listening in the car, actually) The Warmth of Other
Suns by Isabel Wilkerson, who chronicles the Great Migration of African-Americans from
the American South to the North from 1919-1970. This sweeping work of sociology makes
this incredible phenomenon come to life through the stories of three people who moved to
California, Chicago, or New York.
George Starling, a train porter transplanted from Eustace, Florida to New York City, worked
on train lines from Florida to New York. Again and again, he had to overcome racism,
bullies, misinformation, and patronizing co-workers, especially when the train traveled
through the South in the 1950s.
Mr. Starling’s courage inspired me when he complained about a white conductor who
constantly manipulated situations to embarrass and ridicule him. The conductor attempted
to intimidate Mr. Starling by calling him inadequate in front of others. Once, the conductor
shoved him into an elderly white lady in an attempt to get Mr. Starling fired. The porter kept
his cool and continued to do an excellent job. Along with the lady, he complained and the
conductor was suspended for his awful conduct. Mr. Starling did this knowing that he later
would likely face the conductor and his bully, racist thugs. What courage! He got his train
route changed so he wouldn’t have to work with the conductor when he returned from the
suspension. How smart! And he didn’t run into the gang the conductor had recruited to
destroy Mr. Starling’s life and career.
Like George Starling, over 6 million African-Americans moved from the South to the North
over five decades in the largest voluntary mass migration in history. The North was not
paradise, and Wilkerson relates the systematic and embedded racism across states such
as Illinois, too, and Chicago, in particular. At Prescott, we must admire the incredible valor
among our fellow countrymen and women to take on incredible challenges to improve the
lives of their families. We want our students to learn bravery from Mr. Starling; to learn
tenacity from Ida Mae Brandon Gladney who settled in Chicago from Mississippi; and to
learn work ethic and kindness from Robert Joseph Pershing Foster who moved to from
Louisiana to LA to be a doctor to thousands, including famous singer/writer Ray Charles.
We want our students to learn from and model their values after them.
I encourage you to talk and read with your children about courageous heroes from diverse
backgrounds, who overcame large and everyday obstacles to be successful.
Sincerely,

Dr. Erin Roche
Principal

May
Mon

6

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
5-6:30 Art Show

3

8

9
4:30pm Girls soccer
v. Mayer at Montrose
East

10
UFO Day

5:30-5:30 Family
Math Game Night
13

14
9am public tour

15
4th quarter Progress
Reports go home

16

17

21

22

NWEA 3rd, 4th,
6th, & 8th grades

23
Choir field trip to
perform at Millenium
Park

24

NWEA 3rd, 4th,
6th, & 8th grades
4:30 Girls soccer v.
Agassiz at Monstrose
East

4:30 Girls soccer v.
Blaine at Blaine

28
4:30 Girls soccer v.
Hawthorne at
Hawthorne

29

30

NWEA 1st & 7th
grades

NWEA 1st grade

31
UFO Day

4:30 Girls soccer v.
Lincoln at Montrose
East
20

27
School closed for
Memorial Day

1-3pm Walkathon

8th grade class trip

8th grade Algebra
Test
June 3

June 4

June 5

NWEA K, 2nd, 5th,
& 7th grades

NWEA K, 2nd, 5th,
& 7th grades

June 6

June 7

Parent reminders:
Please make sure that your child is healthy and in school. Children who are not in school are not
experiencing Prescott’s rigorous curriculum. Prescott’s Level 1+ status depends on an attendance rate of
96%. If your child misses more than 1 day per month (10 total days), then Prescott’s attendance dips below
95%. Please help to keep Prescott’s Level 1+ status by getting your child healthy and to school on time each
day.
All visitors and employees must report to and sign in the office. Visitors may then be escorted to their appointment.
Students can be dropped off in the morning between 8:30 and 8:40am. Please do not drop off students before 8:30
as there is no student supervision. If you need to drop off a student before 8:30am, please arrange for child-care with
Right at Schools at https://rightatschool.com/.

Parents who drive children to Prescott are encouraged to drop off children along Marshfield and not
Wrightwood. Marshfield is safer due to less traffic. Please do not park in the cross-walk, alley, or in the
staff parking lot. Your car may be ticketed or towed. Thank you for safe school!
Healthy Eating at Prescott
The Chicago Public Schools Board of Education approved a policy regarding healthy eating at schools. Below is a policy
summary of
·
Only highly nutritional food for children
·
Limit over-eating by letting students and parent know in advance of additional food (e.g., birthday celebration)
·
Healthy eatingà healthy kids and stronger academic growth
To comply with the policy and to encourage healthy eating, outside food must be approved by the principal at least one
week in advance (forms are available in the office). Outside food may only be nutritional. The parent needs to bring the
approval to the lunch supervisor. The supervisor collects and returns the form to the
principal. Please discourage unhealthy food and food fundraisers that compete with
healthy breakfasts and lunches.
Students who bring lunch from home can help their families save time and money
every day by taking fruit, vegetables, and a cold milk to complement their lunch – for
free!
Please remember that all visitors must check in the main office upon arrival. Parents may not go directly to
classrooms.
Uniforms orders to directly to homes. The cost will be $4-10 depending on the size of the order according to Barrel
Maker.
Any parent who would like to volunteer at Prescott including chaperones for field trips will need to
complete a volunteer application for a level II volunteer at https://chicagopublicschools.civicore.com
and come to main office with a picture ID for a copy to be made and kept on file at Prescott. If you
plan on volunteering as a coach you will need to complete the process to be a level II volunteer
which includes a TB test and fingerprinting. Prescott always needs more volunteers for Project
Boost to help struggling readers in Kindergarten and 1st and 2nd grade. Please contact PB
Coordinator Ms. Gurda at wgurda@cps.edu to help our 5-7 year olds!

Art at Prescott
You can follow our progress through the year or contact me through Art Teacher Ms. Ammons blog:
www.prescottpaint.blogspot.com . We will also have an online art gallery through which you can view or purchase
student artwork. Look for the Prescott Elementary page on www.artsonia.com.

Welcome to Prescott School!
Amanda Malsch will be Prescott’s new Assistant Principal starting Tuesday, May 28 (the day after Memorial
Day). Please welcome her (back) and introduce yourself if you haven’t yet met her! Ms. Malsch
was the AP at Prescott from 2012-2016 until she followed her dream to be a pastry chef. Luckily for Chicago
schools, she returned as an AP at Mitchell School for the past year and a half. She also taught in Chicago for
many years after changing careers from her work at The Chicago Tribune in graphic arts. Ms.
Malsch is certified in Cognitive Coaching, a great collaborator, and a big Prescott booster! Congratulations,
again, to former Assistant Principal Jennifer Rath, who became the principal at Canty School on Monday, April
29! Dr. Jennifer Moore, an administrator-certified former principal, will help on some days in May until Ms.
Malsch arrives. Please welcome Dr. Moore!
Thank you, Lisa St. Marie, for volunteering on Pi Day on 3.14 (March 14)! Thanks, also, Ms. St. Marie for
laminating for the K-1st grade classrooms!

The All-City Elementary Visual Arts Exhibition
The exhibition hours are May 1-12: 10-6 (weekdays) and 11-4 (weekends).
This year's free event will be at EXPO 72, located at 72 E Randolph St. We
have 12 artists featured in a slide show, and 3 artists who will have work on
display at the event.
Slide Show Artists: Gabby Hill, Aubrey Ortiz, Reese Pienta, Layla Pienta,
Zirria Graham, Nico Cabrera, Christa Kulanda, Keshawn Ashford, Elyza
Gonzalez, Scarlet Bowers, Kaif Taherbai, Ava Petlin
Exhibiting Artists Representing
Prescott: Xander Malelo,
Christa Kulanda, Jackson
Javenkoski
Also, congratulations to Kassie
and Yani for scholarships to
Facets Film Camp!

